The consequences of a cleft palate are complex, and very distressing in their character. It prevents the infant from being nursed at the breast, impedes deglutition in after-life, interferes with mastication when the fissure is large, renders the swallowing of fluids extremely difficult, the articulation painfully indistinct, and the sufferer peculiarly liable to the lodgement of foreign matter in the wind-pipe, and all the dangerous consequences arising therefrom.
To remedy these evils, an operation, denominated staphyloraphy, has been instituted, the credit of which there is reason to believe, belongs to M. La Monnier, a French dentist, who performed the operation some time previous to the year 1764 
